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CULTURE, ART AND
ARCHITECTURE
COLLIDEAT
RAYA HERITAGE, A
GORGEOUS NEW
CONCEPT HOTEL IN
THAILAND'S ROSE OF
THENORTH

W Sandrime Martin

Founded along the Ping River
and flanked by jungle-covered
rmicuritains, Chiang Mai of fers
awealcome retraat for those
leoking for a slice of the slow life.
Atthe new Raya Herit=ge, guests
can appraciate the region's
roots in natural living while still
enjoyirg the utmast comfort and
impsccable design.

In Chiang Mai, people are
still inspirad by the region's
roots from the histaric Lanna
Kingdom which coversd nertherm
Thailard as well as parts of
Laes, Myanmar and China during



the 13th to 18th centuries. Teday, tha
area is often thought of a5 cne of the
country's main cultural hubswith a
thrivimg arts and handicrafts scene.

Raya Heritage honours the regicon's
past through the hotel's architecture,
art and artefacts, and aims to promote
a balanced life between community
and nature.

“We're going back to a better future
right now,” says Maphat Mutsati, Raya
Heritage's gemeral mamager. "People
in the old days, whether in design
ar architectura, paid attenticn to the
details. And so arewa’

Artiul Architecture.

Raya Heritage's simple yat impactful |
architecture paired with carefully
chosan design components certainby
makes an impressian.

In a garden setting omn the edge of
the Ping River, the 33-suite resortwas
designad by Thai architect Boonlert
Hemwijitraphan wha incorporated
traditional mertharn Thai building
alements, such as substantial wood
columns and beams, classic terracotta
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tiles ard delicate mulberry-paper scresns, with a
madern neutral colour palstte and high ceilings. The
result? A fresh space that feels comfartingly farmiliar
yat still criginal. Guests can lazily lounge on their
spacious river-facing varamdas, a featura that the
resart says is 3 nod to when villagers weould gathar on
thair parchas every evening.

Jesipner Details

To complerment the architecturs, designer¥ichada
Sitakalin had a clearvision to decorate the reson with
curated furniture, artefacts and accessories sourced from
local weavears, potters, woodcanvers and other artists.




“ORGANIC WASN'T A NOVEL
CONCEPT BACK THEN, ITWAS
A WAY OF LIFE. THIS IS ONLY

BEING REDISCOVERED NOW AS
WE START TO REALISE HOW FAR
WE HAVE GOTTEN AWAY FROM
BALANCED LIVING.

From the teak-frarmed mirrors to ceramic
tiles, the design elemsnts found throughout
the resortwere all handcrafted, including
natural catton, limen and harmp fabrics

created thraugh village weavirg coope@tives.

This kird af natural beauty and dedication to
detail is apparent even in the dyes used to
calour the fabrics, which are made naturally
with ingredients like local indigo.

*| appreciate cultura. | appreciate
craftsmanship. | appreciate the cldways of
deimg thimgs and the way paopls in the past
approached artistic endeavours as a part of
everyday life,” museasVichada when asked
about har aesthatic.

*In the past, peaple were much better at
sustainability thamwe are teday. 'Drganic’
wasn't a novel concept back then; it was a
way of life”

Thaugh just a 20-minute drive from tha
city centre, Raya Heritage fesls worlds away
beth in time and space. Guests can only haps
that the s=nse of serenity and simplicity will
follow thermn wherever their travels take them
after staying at the refined property.

Swites starting from 5486 THR
raysheritage com
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